17 February 1995
801 Buffalo Drive
Arlington, TX 76013
Phones 817-275-7935

Hello, Veterans of the 81l6th Chemical Company: aﬂﬂdqwﬁa,

Enclosed are some recenlt articles that describe claim settlements
by the VA for exposure to mustard gas. The VA is now recognizing that
exposure to mustard gas and other poison gasses caused damage to human
tissue and the VA is giving compensation. They also say thdat the
veteran gets "the benefit of the doubt." That is a new. and generous
provision of the law,

What are your thoughtlts on the article aboul veteran James Hammond,
who had one large drop of mustard gas put on hiw arm in basic training?
He also says that all the recruitls had te walk into a tent and get the
feel of the gas before they put Ltheir masks on. '

I had basic in the Army Ailv Force at Shepherd ['ield, Wichita Falls,
Texas. We went into a tent full of tear gas without masks and it was
very unpleasant.

If James Hammond got 10% disability for one drop of mustard on his
arm each of the 8l6th Veterans should receive more than 104. I know
that the Veterans of the 8l6th Chemical Co. -will not have to prove that
they were exposed to mustard gas. See the enclosed article about me.
10% Compensation is about $89.00 per month. Go for it; you certainly
deserve it! '

The DAV (Disabled American Vetcrans) is familiar with claims for
exposure to mustard gas. Probably other veteran groups are as.well.

Here are .my thoughts on all of this:

Ts Take the article in this letter about James [ammond and the one
about me (I was in the 816th Chem Co in 1945 in India), and go to the
closest DAV National Service Officer. [ile a claim for lung damage, such
as COPD (Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Disease).

2. Take your Army Dlschar?e and any thing else you have, such as
pictures of mustard gas bombs or phosgene or CC bombs.

3 Remember you can get back-up letters from all of 'us that you
were exposed to mustard gas. '
~4, The present situation is very favorable for any Toxic: Gas
Handler of WWII to get the "benefit of the doubt" from the VA. They

are accepting -the fact that poison gas was produccd and sent to War
Theaters around the world and that GI's were working in gas dumps.

S Get Lhe word out to everyone in the 8l6th to file a claim and
we should get the word out to the personnel in the 771st Chemical Co.
and any other that you can think of. This letter has gone only to the

current list of the 816th.
We have the VA on our side, and who handled more polson gas bombs
than the vets of the 816th?

107 Disabilify is $89,00 per month. I believe that each of you
will get 307 to 50% rating. You get the "benefit of the doubt" and
you deserve it' "

If I can. help any of you in any way with your claim,‘please call

or write me, “ Mﬁ}/ %&_/@Wﬁ
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A8 s often the case, when DAV No-
tional Se St_r\"u' Officers (T\J%OS} ficlp one

veteran win a disability claim, many olh-

ers share in the victory.,

For Almy veteran James B Thsuiond
winning a three-vear batlle o geteomyen-
sation for injurics caused by mustand IS
EXPOSUIe in seeret training exercises dur
g World War I, it was (he final victory
of the war, And in winning his ¢l i, Mr
Frmumond chatked one up for il kis bud-
dics who pmnupr ted T the tests ae Crnge
Blanding, Fla,

M Hammond has sultfered through
four and a hall decades of chronic bron-
chitis, repeated bouts of pneumaonia and
other respiratory problems, as well as L
yngitis and recurrent eye probleins, [nt
itwasn’t ontil 1991 that he fally -
came convineed that something hadd
cansed his problems,

His fiestrealizations came alier remding
news stories ahout other veterins wheo bl
gone through seeret mustard gas osting
during the war and who were filing dlis-
abitity claims witli the VA *The TOVCEN -
ment was admittiog for the first dfime tha
these wests bad gone on” he said,

Secrecy Places Burden

of Proof on Veterans

That's when Mr. Hammond went o (he
DAV National Serviee Office in Pits
burgh forhelp in (iling his claim, As NSO
supervisor Daniel D, Barry recalis, Diere

asnCanything about the mustard gas

Tage 12

mp Bfanff'ng F!onda at the begirning of Wo; 1 War H fNational , ‘hﬂ/wes)

t's been a long haul,
but it's been woirth it

i want o encourage alf
the other guys out there
who were exposed,
whether they filed a
claim alveady or not,

to hang in there . . .

exposure Mo Hammond's s
record, beeause of wartine .sLULLv Con-
sequently, M Hamimoend had mprov Im
Case more than 50 VOIS !gl v the fact,
Much of the evidence p L“L‘ﬂlu] o the VA
regional oflice consisted of * Tuddy state-
ments,” which collabogared M brmmond s
aceatnt of e susiasd AN

Mr Hammond sexperiences, no doubr,
are stk 1o those of countless olhus
wio wore duty bownd 1o subject them-
selves 1o the harf ul ‘-Mu 3 of chemiceal
apents bui onty ater discoversd ust how
duraging these cuperiments were, And
Fu vanse e has then e tan half o cen-

v for the voveminen: vven e kit tha
Awerican trowaps Dl Taeen puL at risk, vei-
crans have he added Bieden af [proving
ther cases without an v ollicind documen-
o i i service iecords,

My Hammond Teft college to join the
Avmy in 942 oo e the ULS entered

service

ihc war Inewrly 1943, he was sent 1o
—
Camp Blanding for raining as a L niember

of ol the 30th szlc: myster Compa ny wit h
the ?Uih Infantry Dlvmon thnl Old

oy Dlvmon T

mm i|| _!LLLI\‘II‘I” nm m 1wu L!I();‘\ (:i

mustard gas on an arm,

ha EhL sas in the lull

Scars Still Visible ¥
After 50 Years
“Itimmediately caused hlisters G
f;licr welted ap to the size of hall dol-
lars.” Mr. Hammond recatied in o puls-
lished interview,
. Muore than 50 years Laer, the scars Teit
by the muatmd a8 bll&[gr% are stifl vi

on Nﬁ Hamm(md sam,
cn i_‘_g\f [unk us {0 i ,w()d -sized tent,
hot and humid hat dav, and they
M. Hammone

suid,” “We were told not to pur our gas

masks on until we were t{)ld We wcm in

and i was hazy inside.™ This all fowed the
men to (fl'irhe taste and fecl of the gus.
i i dn\ifn Some
,nm(md sand.
[ was um"hmn dml [m eyes were bum-
ing. Theo we were ordered o put our gas

masks on, clear them, and get out [of the

Lent). \\p we xp HLH_E_ Ims.l\ Kk to our. units

5. l tth Hmt was

M;j.,_ilalilrnc}ly;j)did his snpumls at
Blanding told the men 10 |\L‘Lp -
Ing exercise 10 lhtlmcl\ cs hm.um Ihn,
fesis were }\L_LIL,[ ll!glggd ;_Il_L__ic wis no
meation of llnt__ test in Mr, Hamnmnd 8
ity sery

That lmmwht him face 1o Tace with YA
1<.qunmm‘m\. that he prove both physica
injury and his presence at the ests — mors
than 50 years after the fact,

My, Hamimond said he owes u areit deal
to the help he received from NSO B: ey
and Liriec County VA Director Bill Hill,

Alter filing a claim in the fall of 199
for service connection for residuals of
mustard eas exposure and undergoing a
battery of medical tests at the VA, Mr.
Hanmond was notificd that he did not
qualify for disability compensation be-
ciuse ests Diled o show evidence of
ronchitis vy mptoms.

My i then notified the VA in Washing-
e, DO that the detenmination was in er-
ror, noting that the covernment doctor™s
diagnosis specilicatly read, * ‘Clinically, [Mr.
Hammond] bas (he symptoms ol chronic
bronchitis. Refer o lab tests.”
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Adm;’nisi'rafive Review

On Sept. 22, 1992, the DAV presented
Mr. Hammond’s case before the hearing
officer al the VA regional office in Pits-
burgh and requested an administrative
decision, NSO Barry said,

VA officiuly at the hearing then ac
knowledged Mr. Hamumond’s disability,
but suid in order to qualily for compeisa -
fron, he still had o prove he was subjecied
to mustard gas lests “because the Ay
didn't keep records of it

M. Hurmond also was told that he would

need sworn statemients from feliow soldiers.
For Mr. Hummond, the task seemed fke

“Mission Trmpossible.” Butinthe end, hie was
almost as surprised as the military.

After sending a fetter o the 3
Division’s mwalcllu asking for help, M,
Hammond 7IVVL,CL1VLEVJ,1LPIIL.H an_d 50~ ulfc d
buddy statements from nine Iunnc Con-
rades, most ol whom lmd sone through
T.I]L. £as tests mlh him.

Those who deseribed the ining pro-

cess all gave stnilar details. One leuer

Irom o former scrgcant i the 30th
Division™s chemical warlare section de-
scribed the training process {ront an
instructor’s perspective. He stated Mt o
e best of Dis knowledge, ali unis of the

30th Division went through the teaining.,

He EI\U \,Lud i il nL‘lihu th struetors nor

;‘ Another Dol report,”

the triaees wore proctive

clothing,
“Another letter was fromone of lhcmm—
pany oificers who described (king his
met through the porson gas training,
Pocuments provided by the Department
ol Delense (BroD) which list potentiad
chomead and hiclogical CXPOSUTe $ies,
refer o Camp Blanding as o aining area
l)ul provide nu athey information ahoul i,
"Service Recordy <_»ﬁ
Chentical Wartare Units, World War i
reveads that several chenen! wairlare re-+
lated companies veere assipned o Camp
Blanding duving World War 14, any o all |
ol which could Il e beeninvolved in e ;

; _muxl ud gas lmmmu lla\ e . Loy

W . Lo
VA Finalizes Mustard Gas
Compensation Eligibility

Final regidations publisiied in the Federal Register ox-

Campensatiah Mao"e 7./

Retroactive

Giranted. the evidence preseited s
port of M Hoanmmond s claim s all i
cumstantial,™ poted VA Compensation
and Pension Service Dicector . Gary
Pirekoan i his adiministrative review deo
cision Althongirthere is "no ofliciat con-
firmation of any one individual’s exposure
W omuostard eas,” he noted, “thee s ne
documeniation, official or otherwise,

which refutes the veteran's stiements™
As aresalt ol e fmmsoaive review:
M minond was iwarded BEPVICe COTl-
n;;rlmn for bronchitis o a 10 pereent
Joa],

evaluation retroactive o Aug, 22
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the date of Bis mtial claim.
DAY Nutronad Service Director

mllw 3 \\U‘H‘L‘ said M IIILE\m s 1_unn\'-

sa _WLIL nue j)ﬂzuillk!ll of #"ululﬂ regl-

doubt in Tavor of the veleran,

“Metiekman's willingness w'use the
authority that the Ly gives him s pre-
cisely whatt is cabied forat ail fovels of G
VAT M Wolle said. I more people at
the VA from the regional oiice on up - -
wouldexererse their leoal authority o wesolve
sope o (Bese chmas, veterus wouldin'tHimee
to wii yeurs (o get the compensation they
doserye for illness and njury resulting from
their miliry serviee.”

The VA uction i (e Il;mmunri

Llll()ll\ that direct 1he VA 0 reso hve alf

UNe

'1!%(1 L\lcm]\ 1f e presumpl
Yo muxl 1w vas o ull mqnhus ol e 3kh

of L‘\p(\\uw

(m TS e ¢ viupany. ul SN ‘P,,‘,‘L‘]
in L lriing exereises at C milp ] ILIHUIIW .
iy TR said NSO Baey,

As M Hammond noted, s been a
g haul but a's heen worth i ] want to
ctconeage albihe other soyvs oucthere who
were exposed, whether they lled o clain
already or not. to hang i there and work
with the WA and puys Hke Bill Hill and
Dan Bary.”

Voterans who believe ey were ea-

posed o mustard gas as aesull ol their
military service are urged (o contaet their
IAY Nationat Service Ollice. @

tend compensation eligibility forimustd gns and Tewisie
exposure W cover any verilied uli-body cx’pmurc during
military service. This includes veterans exposed o mussrd

gas under batdefietd conditions i World War |, those present

a the German ale mid on the harbor of Bari, lady, durin
World War IT, and those cagaged in manutaciur g e 1o m
dling vesicant (hhx'.m mig) agents during their o IEldl}
vice. Under previous reguluations clipibility was limited 1o
veterans who participated in field or chamber tests of such
chemical ugents during World Way 1

The new reaukations make veterns exposed 10 musiusd
gas chigible for service-connected conpensation {or the (nl-
lowing chronic Forms of caneer: wsophargenl, Ly nocal,
lung (except mesoibeliona, which i tepicaily Gnked 6 s
Brestos exposure). and syuamous ol cacinonn of (e <kin,
as well as acute non-tymphiceytic leukenia,

Veterans exposed 1o Lowisite could be aemted service con-
nection for chronie fons of bevioitis, bronchitis, crphivsens,
asthenay, and chronic obstructive padiconiey discaa,

The VA had already

S

Dheen paying copensaliog 1o veler-

Jan/Feb s

ans who were exposed o signilicant e vels of mustard pos

aed who suller from laryngitis, Bronchitis. cmph\ SUINL.
asthina, conjunctivitis, kerafitis, and corncal opucilios,
Bfigible veterans who suller front one or

dn are
: Otheer,
nder nu

l]u e QUK Cliime

corditions and hi e nor fed o con I[H_H‘nliiii[l ¢l
e 10 conticl their 1o, \\' \"*lmm% Selv

( l..ml\ hlul 5 \uuLm\ l!l 1Ly
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